DFLL Composition Course Guidelines (Prepared by Professor Nai-Dong Yang in 1994, updated in 2002, revised in November 2005)
Freshman Composition Guidelines 
1. The objectives for Freshman Composition: Students will begin by writing paragraphs and progress to writing 300-word compositions.  Thus, different aspects of effective paragraph writing (such as unity, coherence, and development), sentence structural variety, and at least two basic rhetorical modes (i.e., narration and description) will be covered.  Basic library skills will also be taught in the first semester.
2. At least six to eight written exercises and essays will be assigned to students each semester, to include two to three compositions practiced in class.  On the basis of their class situations, teachers will choose their own teaching materials and

textbooks to design their syllabi.

3. If a grade above 89 will be given to a student, the instructor is advised to consult a colleague teaching the same course.  

Sophomore Composition Guidelines
Sophomore English Composition is a course primarily in English rhetoric designed to follow on the foundation built in Freshman English Composition.  During the second year, students are first familiarized with foundational techniques of determining a proper subject, establishing a stance, formulating a thesis, developing an outline, and producing on that basis a connected sequence of paragraphs to form an essay.  These foundational techniques presuppose student competence in sentence formation and other more basic skills; if this is not the case, teachers may elect to review or drill these areas beforehand.  
Sophomores next learn and practice the fundamental strategies of English rhetoric, such as description, narration, process, classification, illustration, definition, and comparison and contrast.  Argumentation is a recommended closure, for it strengthens the student’s grasp of the deductive paragraph formations which dominate English rhetoric and paves the way to junior composition.

In the final segment of the course, research writing may be introduced, to include paraphrasing, summarization, and citation.  This latter segment will become the foundation for Junior English Composition.

Course requirements: in-class and/or take-home weekly writing assignments; optional journal or other writing assignments.
Junior Composition Guidelines
1994 version:

A. Content:  1. Research papers and related skills;

            2. Narrative, descriptive, expository, and argumentative modes;

            3. Critical essays;

            4. Reviews;

            5. Oral presentations and reports; and

            6. Letters of application, resume, study plan

   Each teacher may emphasize any of the above topics and structure the syllabus accordingly.  Please indicate in your Course Description the general design of your class so students will know what to expect.
B. Number of assignments: one per week, new or rewrite*

                       500 to 1000 words

                       handwritten or typewritten

   *Maybe modified in accordance with nature of assignment.

C. Grading range: 60-90

1989 version: (Junior Composition was still compulsory then)

     In many ways the most practical course of the sequence, Junior English Composition trains the students to summarize, report, criticize, and conduct research.  During the first term, students are trained to summarize and paraphrase as they learn to incorporate outside sources into their papers.  They learn to use reported materials without plagiarizing and to incorporate ideas from outside sources to support and prove a thesis.  Rhetorical writing now goes beyond the individual modes to a synthesis of approaches resulting in papers that are more sophisticated and convincing than those of the Sophomore level.  Students are also given the opportunity to do critical writing with an emphasis on general principles of logic and argumentation.  They are encouraged to investigate the soundness of a conclusion, the validity of a judgment, the value of a short story.  Beginning with short assignment, papers move to 3-5 pages.
     The second semester centers on the step-by-step process involved in writing a research paper, culminating in a final term paper of 8-10 pages, citing at least 8-10 outside sources.  The paper is to be a thesis-support paper.  Each step in the process is an essential course requirement which is carefully laid out in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  
     During the research process teachers may wish to incorporate technical skills such as business letter and resume writing and/or to continue critical analysis of both literary and non-literary writings.  All writing is carefully evaluated for correctness and style as well as content, and students are expected to revise or rewrite all work at the teacher’s discretion.  Careful rewrites may be required in lieu of a new writing assignment.
